ot of my fishing thess days is both exploratory and assignmant-speciiic, given
a televizion shoot schadula that requires gathering enough great lootage to
fuel another year of In-Fisherman on screen as well as in print. In recent years, I've
had a chance to travel more than ever before. I've bean able to fish great fisheries
during peak periods, as well ag visit lesser-known fisheries at other times. We work

with several great tackle companies on television, so I always have plenty ol appro-

priate products to fish with. Berkley and Rapala have extensive product lineups to

fit almost any situation, and 1 continue to fish with products from a range of othar

companies when I get the chance.
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“Anvthing
'|'|i1|:':,!_'| And da Vi have
timie?” | azked Bink on the rl|'|--|'||'

"Stripsers and walkeves and hybrids,” i

he said, “with a mix of white bass
thrown in. The feshing s at twilignt
el ik dlarls. Wakes"s ulersclioar n,:lu
niw. | can sparea night. Let's find a
weay bo fish, HF you can got here."”

"We'll b there by lale alemoon,
1 ssuid

When we'd Fisbed For stripers at
izl proveyonasly, | fowsd mvsell imoe
cliatedy ot Do with thee soeme and the
situation, having spent hall my life
fishing for walleyes after dark and
throwings zome of the same Lirge phags
that wie threw those nights. The best
Iures wiene # 14 Kapala Husky Jerks,
and | Brougsh e o mays lare ikt s,
Ehae W12 1 o Cask Ao

Although our primary target was
Stripers that Fall, we didn't com rll.:ln
wihen walleves happened alomez. Bink
insisted he'd tried smaller plugs and
hadn't caught any more—maybe
b o =y |'|||'.':'-'I g whien he'd treed
them: When he dropped smaller, he
hidn tcalch many |1:-;.: stripers e b ]
the right combao for the SHuation was
definitelv bigper

“Himmiee than the majority of wall-
ey mnplers might think is better* has
-!I.I'"‘L: |'\l|_-\.l:I...|I'.|_l of ETY I,'\Il'||I'|.I.r W |,'\l|_'|||1.|'~|.
onver all four seasons—and certainly
Coree ik !J'-u_'lh dark. Theee-inch curly-
tadl grubs don't cut it after dark
e Ehal mmaider, 'I1|':. |.-~..L'.!I:.';lu'.'|
cut it during the day, ather

MWost walleve angler= ane
fishing wav too somall mest
o the tirme. Nol only do
walbeyes ol shy I Large
bails al nighil |.|:Jr.ll_;::
prime yearly periods

Ik sgemvrnier ard Gl

they usually prefer
thim=—vien fish in thae 14-
o 22=inch mnge. They also
aren"t 2o lkely 1o mics larger plugs
w by Thary .|II;.r|1||~: to eat thiomn. Fur-
thiermone, the bigmer and mone distine
tive weobble riven off by larger baiiz
allowes walleves (and other sk of all
auees Do Hnd and kst the basies beter. The
e s ko athways pash the windiow langes
LL) |'||_-.|'| N CCHTIES 18] |1 e |_']'.. li|.'|.'— = .Il'n'ﬂ't. .’
fus fish as b as vomican g awiay will

've written often before alsoul @
trick 1 use o doctor these bails Do el
theemy 10 wiobbBle evien wider for Hsh-
i after dark. This works with Husky
lerks, l_u,'-:t-_L: st Mnoaws, angd Lol
Dowen Rapalas. [t also works with a
few olher :~I1|:.'_-. |rovmmy obtler rmanu-
fachurers. And it works with most
floater minnowhaiis like the Float-
ing Rapala

simply ke plices and, first, pinch
the nose-attachment eyve about halt
Matter tharn i was before. Now bend

#14 Rapala Husky Jerk

il jurst barely down

::':Lm. .m‘:::r from horirontal, look-
e gz alt ot Eromn thee sede. The Long

Cast Minnow s alittle towpher Lo
dizal with but the nesualis ame e same
ancl with the Lo Cast Minnow, par-
ticularly transtorming. The brgpest
Ervinck fost ,|11=,:I|III\..II'H|||| the ] -|||!‘;i "asl
dinnoww ten't that it doesn't east bar
.L'|1.|||:;|i_|. it el s the Tig Sl -CARTENE
o luege ok ik v o thie maroes. 11°s that

I dosesin’'t have |'|'||"||:._-'|"' action ol of
the box, But my little doctoring Erick
gots this plug wobbling right. Wab
blinga little bigger and bolder i right
al 1|,|;j 18 Ll i ..1| IS ST |I.I,:l o ||‘| earhy
suarvmeer, when the subitle wobble of
e Trg I ||.-||:':| ot of thee box i s

P Loxngg Cast Bliniooy is a goeal
shwecaistin ;._"E'-'n_l?.; whegry et VIR T sl
e i vorth Americd, especially oil
Grrat Lakes plers after dark during
late fBall Omiy a few other balls cast
oven remotely as far as the Long Cast
Minnow. Keep fishing those Husky
lerks and Smsthwick Kogues i sivre-
casting siluations or irom a boat in
many situabions al :||.|p_h|!_ Bk ek viom
nieed longer casts, wse the LOM

Thae #1232 and 714 Husky Jerks (and
|'-i|l.'|I||'|,'. '|"':.||.l.||.1=~l o led are Seen as




Ihie iden i1 o catch a hsh's atbenhion
wilh this perks, then get it to ealt on the
pransa Thi* misdestiy fast cadendcs
allovwes for covering lods of water, In
spring, for largemouths and small
micuthes on flaks oo shallow for sasy
Fishing with hand ferke, | sh abil mone
slowly, something like: jerk-pause,
jerk-pause, jerk-pause-pause-pause;
thaen repeat

Soon enough, Bink's catching an
ocChssmeal sriper, W hitde Bass, or wall-
evie, and 1'm not. So | start watching
Rink's retrieve is different: bipger-jerk
pause; bigeer-erk, pause: bipeer-erk
potese; with the jerks moving the Shad
abouit 15 inchas and thee p.1||w-.~l.|1-Li|'|;;
a pousd secomd or two. The jerks take
place with the spinning rod tip down
Cruring the pawse his's smoothly necl
ing up skack line trom thar big-perks
Wie're fishing |4-pound Berkdey Fire-
Liree, weitly i db-fosmst sesctiomn ol :'l-l.‘-.llllh|
fluorecarbon keader

| slart experamindargg with e Bink-
trieve and |r|||1'-|-|l1.'|'.,'J_l.' catch a Fat
I8-inch wallove. “What if 1 throse a
S-inch Swim Shad instead of the Jerk
Shad,” I ask. "Will I catch more
W .'|II;1-3,|-\ Ik b i oocasional 2t per
ard wiperi

| krmovwe how much vou like thae

Swim Shad,” he says, 1 know how
well they worked for us last time we
fizhed for stripers alter dark in fal

Yo ook e Feshang them bigz-time, bul
thasy e ol wioekine iy Hhis s bation
certainly nol as well as the Jerk Shad,
and absalutely not until dead dark
The Swim Shad, §ike the hard jerks,
jusk I-.n--.rr,llﬂ_l".-.,-.l'| m 1.-\.'1;,1_-._',I|.- '|.\.'|g_|.r_!|'.
and mit erratic ersough.”

Wl whal if Lgo with a smaller
plastic shad-sty b thummwper—someting
about 4 inches? | ask.

“Tried that, beo,” hiesays. " This 15
what works best before dead dark
It comntinues o work into dead dark.
But the hard jerks work just about as
well, then, when the fish can’t see
quiie 50 well.”

“Would it make any dibrerence if |
wenlt with a weighbed hook, instead
ol thee straight hook ! | ask,

Bink Ino ks ab mae © Whiat w I".:,:I'I'.I'H'l
Tk ™ b says.

1 swribch ko Faboom Bast Jerkaer ook,
a wide-gap hook thai has a peece ol
tead meolded onto thie shank. 1 o wath
a 3/ f=ounce hook. “See, | can cast

TR |||.l||| VL, | '\-.l:. as [ lokii all
the way o the shoreline edge.
That you can,” hesays

sow that | have the Binktrigve
diowen. and wEsing my heavier ook, it
becomis apparent that I'm catching
bt i Bande. W cod |'|1.'.n.'1ll-|' 1kl B
at boatside and decide the weighted
o i kors: thae netriewe slighi |y e
erratic because the bait settles fasher,
bt o s ermitic Ehat hsh mass Ui Bbaak.
Bink switches to the Faloon hook.

[ time alsou the walloyes eating
thee 5oft perk was that they wone just as
Kivyead infos tharerrabic relrasye a8 obhier
fish weere, As winlbirnes socofen do, they
wiepe attracked 1o the bail, folbowed it
fior & Bk, Ehen sweam ueps fro 11 harbuard B
engmild it | thought it remarkabde thai
wie rarely missed fish; but once they
werne oo bbed, they abe big-Hme and
it weaesy't hand o bk dhem—aeven with
the plastic rigged Texiposad

fuest b chark and into dark dark,
a4 wiet kiepd on calching Fish, Bink sug-
snessls woeswihch o 814 Husky Jerks. "I
the fish woere really bentative, ome of us
j:ml;hl stick with the sodt perk, just fo
P L |14"\...|.1_.=_~. o LT Ly " -;'.1lirl.:;'.|;"':'t'l Iy
ol =0 thee Flusioy ek e juisk going ho
Hschy sao rosch maore et ficienithy. Cast and
sy pebriaroe=—bel thae badt do s B,

“Yaa, yaa,” sy

Here then was a situabon where a
Inire rnrely fished for wallyes, rigged
a5 i usually |s for bass, proved, duor-
i a portiom of tha 4'|.|:.' o am ulira



The ilea ts to catch a fish's atbention
i Hhe perlcs, Bhen et 1 boeat onthe
pause. The modestly fast cadence
:l\.'. e far covering laks of water. In
spring, K largemouths and small-
musuths om (lats oo shallow for casy
fishirg: with hard ferks, 1 fsh o bil mmone
o |-\.|l.l. Y. "all-l'.ll'ljlll'linll ik |er k 'I.'l':'\.l.'\-r.
| 5] K- I kbR, T k- |'\'.| 1 it |'\-.'|'.:-:' - |'\'|1 [N
then repeat.

Soon enoueh, Bink's catching an
icassonal sbri i ' il bass, o wall-
CYE, anvd 1'on el 5o | start seaichi T
Bk s retrievis s o i flomenit b gmer-jerk,
panase; bigrer-jerk, pause; bigger-jerk,
e W 1 ||'-:1'.':r|_p|!h-:'!'lh.|i]
aboust 15 inches and the pause lasting
a ol second oF Pwo, This Jied ks take
place with the sprinndng rod tip down,
Dharing thi: pause he's smoothly reel-
ing up skack line from the big-lerks
¥Wie“re fishing 14-pound Derkley Fine
Lk, tniith & 4- Foont soxc Bl of X |-P| wamsd
fluoracarbon leader.

1 sl .':-.|--._-rin---u"rll:|r||..'l werth e Bonk-
lrsrve |n|n'.|_-|.1i.|l.4-I:|. catch a lal
18-imnch walleve, “What U | throw a
S.inch Swim Shad instead of the ek
Shad.” | ask. "Will | catch mone
witlbisypes, maybe an oosesional sSnper
and wiper?”

I ke by e yori like thas
Swrim Shad,” he gayve, =1 Know B
wiell they worked for us lasE hime? wWe
fished for stripers after dark in fall
Yo ol me fishing them big-tme, bl
they e ol seorking in this sifuation
cortainly not as well as the ferk Shaad,
anid absolubely not uniil dead dark
Thee Savim Shad, Tike the hand jerks, i
juist b Serabzi-on-in, swigg e sk,
and mot erratic enouagin.”

S0 IhFSHERRMAM®

“Wall, wwhak if [ o Wik A savualbor
plastic shad-style thumiper—something
about 4 tache=?" | ask.

“Tned that, oo, e savs, " 1his 8
whial works best before dead dark.
h O RS 5O sy ork into dead dark
Bt the hard ||.'th winrk gust absout as
well, then, when the fish can’t sep
quibe =0 wiell

"Wonld it make any diffenenee i 1
weenih wiith a sweetiphbsd hook, instead
of the straight heok?” | ask

Bank looks at mie ™ W ihak s _L;h'!l.-.!n
hook? he says,

[ swwabch foa Faleon Babt lerker hook,
a wide-grap hook that has a piece of
beand o]kl oo thae shandc. | gownth
a A TE-ounoe hook. “See, | can cask

. g S Y
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farthidr than voua,”™ | =y as iy i axll
the weay 10 the shoreline edge.

T hal vou cam,” Peé Vs

Bow that | have the Binkireve
dowsm, and us T Ty haea v e Bk 11
becomes apparent that I"mi r.v.rl‘nni,:
bty than Binde. We compane the baits
at baaatsicle and decide the weighled
hasok makes thie redriey 1"\-|t_|.:!'|||'| (1] Ay o
erratic because the bait setthes fasber,
but not so erratic that fish miss the balt
Bink swilch= bo the Faloon Haask,

T g aibsowit e swallicyes sakimg:
e =it jeerk v thal iy wene just as
kiryed inbotheerrabic retrieve as other
P vreepre, s ol beywes sl D O, Thasy
wiere altracted bo tha badt, followed o
fowr o B .t v up froam befind bo
ergulf it, | thiaeght it remarkable thil
wie rarely missed fish: but omee they
wrne corrumitied, they ate big-timme anc
1 sy | luard |..1tumL'Ii||.1:1.1 v with
the plastic rgged Texiposed

Jusk after dark and into dark dark.
25 W L.u,'r-tn.'-n caich i fiai, Hank S
fests we swibch o 814 Husky Jerks, "1
B s owene n".15|:|.' terikalive, one of us
muight stick with the solt jerk, just to
s, hesavs. "Bul they ne cating, pretty
oo, S e Hinslop Jerks 1= just podmg fo
Fishy s mnuch moane efficicntly. Cast and
sy rtriee=—lot the bait do its thang,

“Yaaz, yvaa.” 1 sy,

Hiere them was a situation whiere a
Jure ranely fshaed for walbeves, rgged
as it uswally s for bass, peoved, du
g a r\.-nﬂ O ikl I||-I .!.1:.' i 4 |||1 Fa



€ lesar pesepvidr, fo e best thing going,
p boawiz s i weas wiorked fust so—nod
town st anad areatee, bt just slowly
erratic enough for i o be enowth of
an illusion to ki sk uest off balanoe
anicl SLissTE w0 4 o et l|'||_-||1 ey Prundos
A reisdainr, This wonakd neever have boen
alsoryveredd s thee eal das ja ke ] k| s
'u‘-!L'u'||'-i1'||:ﬂl|1l.'r that walleves.

Thiz pasinl, by, i that even mche
smsler baiks wens oo small b mgger
|:'1H ~I11Fh-r"-.'||'h:| u.'i|1-'r-. A et e
st ek gz have trigoered walleyes,
bust apparently didn't trigger more
walloyes than the larger hare. (ther
hiarss, oty ] st sodl, o't qquritia
envough of am illusior—wenem't quils
tricky enoaagh o get fish 1o commuit
Thes It inclividual Ture was a Sinch
sofft jerkisait ina soft white aolor, rzgzed
o a wde gap hook weilth a Btde wasnel
om the shanle, fished with a sieady but
slightly erratic retrieve, Wiorked just
wv, thie lure not only trigserned bigmer
Sripars angd 1!."rFu,-r~:._. bt worked (or
whiide bass to about L5 poonds and
witlbyes up to atsout 5. This, | offer as
an example of fise-huning a sitwation,
This 1 affer a2 an w-.1|::'|.1]-.' b wehak b
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oflen takes o -t'|1.::rnh=.1n.|,l;||.'r'\. from
Eb pasck sockay,

[t | b by rr_-h-n,.; e pesc ol
On my own, I wontld have been fRadh-
iy somwething: hat my quite extersive
experienoe has shinwn worked i bisn-
drocds of otheer situiabors—byt Fr.|||h_=-,l,
s bAbes ru ]uhl |k Bhvis oo, | woailicd=
111 buvva basencalch i:u;_'. mich and ml:.:lu
have concluded the fish woersn't there
o wEren T hiting

Pt vwalbmyrs ane alsvays Ieting:. These's
merver bevn a wallisve soumament | kmoss
il i whikdh EVERONG -'.il.lf‘hl I'hﬂilinﬂ_
v i disietrous conditions, Somie-
ove always catches somcthing soame
o albways finds soma of Bhe fish biting,

GO FISHING

In-Fisherman pros.

EVERY DAY IS A GREAT DAY TO

Fine-tuning and thon finer-

tuning—get it right and it's so
much fun,

Soarketimes, granied, (s location thal
ks thee ditference. Usually, thoagh,
it's a prresendation factor sr [ackons hat
I oot separate those who catch
wialleves from those who dont—aml
thaes who catch bigger wallevis from
Ehwoese weho caboh smalker fish

Eunning spinnirs or spoons, choos
iz e =nftbabl over another, working
through the preeele to et st the meht
CrO, Juisk e rLth e sire amd prie
ik, fast the righd vibration patberm, jus
the= rigzhi enpecially spoesd and depeh
comtrok: It goes onand on, ushl you get
it mght. That's what makes this so dhal-
bengiingr—and, wihen you get it wrang,
ra.-dw:x:uur.r.um Sl W on et |E
right, 5o muich fun, Tstill don't know
mrany Folks who like to be owt thore
st Hhery re et it wrome, soour
Prusaness i bl g yiou howy iogset it rght

M Hmne, aemong other thangs, we'l
linlk aboul remarkably efhectve soft-
it e (e best hardbait 1ve found
for walleyes near weeds, B

when you have a 2006 In-Fisherman Calendar. This
Special 30th Anniversary Limited Edition calendar
features the incredible artwork of In-Fisherman
cover artist Larry Tople plus moon phases, daily
best fishing times, and expert advice from the
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